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Americans access to affordable
healthcare, saving our economy during
the Great Recession, taking on Wall
Street, or making sure that Nevada
would not become the Nation’s nuclear
waste dumping ground.

However, I want to focus on Senator
Reid’s role in advancing women in poli-
tics.

In Nevada, Senator Reid is known for
his quiet yet sometimes curt de-
meanor; his incredible, strategic mind;
and his work ethic beyond compare.

He built a team, known as Team
Reid, that has roots throughout this
Capitol, throughout Nevada, and
throughout this country, which will
have an impact long beyond his life.

There is no doubt that Senator Reid
was a visionary when it came to poli-
tics. His vision in making sure that
women had a runway into politics has
left an indelible mark.

Within his own Ilegendary team,
women occupied the most senior posts.
At the same time, Senator Reid re-
cruited and mentored women up and
down the ballot. It is no surprise,
therefore, that Nevada became the first
State to have a woman-majority State
legislature. We have a woman-majority
supreme court, as well as a woman-ma-
jority congressional delegation, with
two female Senators, CORTEZ MASTO
and ROSEN.

Harry Reid’s devotion to Landra is
legendary. Perhaps it was her enor-
mous role in his life and his utter re-
spect for her as a partner that seeded
his unspoken yet strong commitment
to women’s leadership. Maybe it was
the role that his mother played, raising
him out of extreme poverty in Search-
light, Nevada. Whatever the motiva-
tion, the results speak for themselves.

Growing up in Searchlight, Harry
Reid was given a nickname, Pinky. I
am not sure what it referred to, and I
actually don’t think he particularly
liked it. But as Senator Reid lies in
state in our Nation’s Capitol this week,
this woman, who benefited from his
mentorship and guidance, will believe
that perhaps that nickname was a pre-
monition of his role in changing the
face of leadership in Nevada and this
country.

We all know that Senator Reid was
infamous for not saying goodbye. I my-
self was the recipient of that dial tone
on many occasions. But those occa-
sions were because he never failed to
pick up the phone when I called for ad-
vice. I will miss those phone calls, but
I will take this opportunity to say
goodbye to a man who showed how to
fight for the little guy; a man who
could take a punch and outwork any-
one; a man who led through example of
compassion and strength.

I say goodbye to Senator Reid and
thank him.

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL HUMAN
TRAFFICKING DAY
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Mrs. CAMMACK) for 5 minutes.
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Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Speaker, today,
I rise to recognize National Human
Trafficking Day. This issue, the issue
of human trafficking, is not a Repub-
lican or Democrat issue. It is an Amer-
ican issue. It is a human issue.

That is why today I am proud to wear
blue to show my support to all those
fighting this terrible scourge and also
to the victims of trafficking, to stand
in solidarity as we fight for resources
and support and also to educate fellow
Members and citizens about this ter-
rible scourge. We need to be loud.

Trafficking occurs in every State, in
every district, and in every city, which
is why every single Member here today
needs to come together as we fight this
modern-day slavery.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle as
we work to strengthen resources for
those on the front lines and continue
to expose the awful scourge of modern-
day slavery that we know as traf-
ficking.

HONORING CORPORAL DUANE DEWEY

Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and service of a
remarkable American hero. Corporal
Duane Dewey of the United States Ma-
rine Corps embodied what it meant to
be an American soldier and patriot.

A Bronze Star and Purple Heart re-
cipient, Corporal Dewey displayed cou-
rageous and meritorious actions during
his service in the Korean war. Already
riddled from shrapnel from a grenade,
Corporal Dewey used his own body as a
human shield and covered a grenade as
it exploded. In doing so, he protected
his fellow soldiers and showed true sac-
rifice in service. Miraculously, he sur-
vived.

In 1953, President Eisenhower pre-
sented Corporal Dewey with the Medal
of Honor and described his remarkable
service as ‘‘indomitable courage, out-
standing initiative, and valiant efforts
on behalf of others in the face of al-
most certain death reflect the highest
credit upon Corporal Dewey.”

Now, after 26 years serving in the
Marine Corps Corporal Dewey retired
and spent many winter seasons in my
home county of Alachua. He was well
known in the veteran community and
throughout Florida for his incredible
bravery during battle and as an exam-
ple of giving one’s all for their Nation,
no questions asked.

Mr. Dewey recently passed away
after a long and distinguished life of
service. His life will be remembered
through the many people who had the
honor of meeting and knowing Cor-
poral Dewey and through the Duane E.
Dewey AMVETS Post 1988 of Baldwin,
where many of his service records are
on display.

We will continue to thank today but
also every day the brave men and
women of the U.S. Armed Forces, like
Corporal Dewey, for their service and
sacrifice on behalf of our Nation.

God bless Corporal Dewey. May he
rest easy.
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CONGRATULATING JEB SMITH

Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to congratulate the newest president of
the Florida Farm Bureau, Mr. Jeb
Smith. Before his election to this posi-
tion, Mr. Smith served on the State
board of the Florida Farm Bureau and
on the Putnam-St. Johns County Farm
Bureau board of directors.

Jeb’s family has over a century of ex-
perience farming in Florida. Their cur-
rent cattle, hay, and sod operation in
St. Johns County have been going
strong for decades, and their operation
will be recognized next year as a Cen-
tury Pioneer Family Farm.

Mr. Smith started as a volunteer
leader with the Florida Farm Bureau
and, in the following decades, has been
recognized as the Florida Farm Bureau
Outstanding Young Farmer, among
many other accolades.

In addition to serving as the bureau’s
president, Jeb is also a St. Johns Coun-
ty commissioner and a board member
of the Rodeheaver Boys Ranch. He also
founded the God’s Way Baptist Church
in Hastings and has served as its pas-
tor.

I am sure that his wife of 27 years,
Wendy, and his four children are proud
of his accomplishments.

Congratulations to my friend, Presi-
dent Smith, on his election. I wish him
the best as he leads the Florida Farm
Bureau and the incredible people who
continue to champion our farmers,
ranchers, and producers in Florida. We
wish Jeb the very best of luck and offer
him our congratulations.

——————

PASSING VOTING RIGHTS
LEGISLATION IS ONLY OPTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
“We the people of the United States, in
order to form a more perfect union, es-
tablish justice, ensure domestic tran-
quility, provide for the common de-
fense, promote the general welfare, and
secure the blessings of liberty to our-
selves and our posterity, do ordain and
establish this Constitution for the
United States of America.”

Formulated by the people of the
United States to create a more perfect
union—we know these words. They are
the core of our being. Our Nation of
over 300 million people embraces diver-
sity and individualism, has birthed a
citizenry that speaks many languages,
holds a plethora of deep religious be-
liefs, or none, and practices customs
and traditions originating on distant
shores.

We are unique. African Americans, in
particular, have a unique history em-
bedded in slavery, discrimination, and
the denial of our rights, but voting
rights have been our refuge.

Today I rise and say there is no op-
tion other than passing the John Rob-
ert Lewis Voting Rights Advancement
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Act and the Freedom to Vote Act.
There is no option. We do not just sur-
vive; our Nation thrives because of our
shared belief that helps us against all
odds. It helped us in World War I and
World War II and the conflicts in and
around. It helps us in wars where we
have lost our young men and women.

We have a country formed out of
many to become one people. Americans
share the same compact that we are a
nation of laws that flow from the most
crucial and fundamental law, the Con-
stitution of the United States.

The impact of the Constitution and
its basic premise can be summarized by
the simple belief that every individual
is entitled to an equally valid vote.

We saw in 2020 that fragile vote that
saw the largest turnout in any Presi-
dential election in the history of the
United States—that is a very long
time—challenged from its very begin-
ning, challenged on the day of the elec-
tion, continued to be challenged and
misrepresented and distorted, and elec-
tion officials attacked and intimidated,
even removed from office.

So I stand today on the shoulders not
only of Dr. Martin Luther King, who I
view, in fact, as a modern-day prophet;
and our own colleague, John Robert
Lewis; but I stand on the shoulders of
a widow, Coretta Scott King, who I got
to know in the aftermath of her hus-
band’s death. She worked without ceas-
ing to have his principles, his values,
his understanding of the ‘‘beloved com-
munity” recognized and to continue
the sense of the rightness and right-
eousness of voting.

I had the privilege of working for the
Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference. It will always be a special part
of my history. I had the privilege of
working with individuals with names
that we know, the young Hosea Wil-
liams, James Orange, some of the gen-
erals and foot soldiers that were in the
army of Dr. Martin Luther King’s be-
loved America.

Yes, I had the privilege—I call it
that—of walking on plantations to try
to register Black sharecroppers fright-
ened and intimidated, though dignified,
to vote. Their intimidation was real be-
cause those who owned the general
store or the plantation were not eager
for those Blacks in the South to vote
or for those Hispanics and others who
worked, as Dr. King worked, with Cesar
Chavez and the farmworkers. They
were not eager for them to vote.

Today, as we are about to watch as a
step is to be made, both in terms of the
speech of a President and Vice Presi-
dent but the actual vote in the Senate,
we cannot isolate ourselves to focus on
one or two persons. We really have to
focus on who we are as a Nation, that
this vote binds us together. It is the
voice of the people.

And the Constitution, it trumps any
figment of our imagination that may
consider something legitimate. The fil-
ibuster is not legitimate. It is a rule of
one body of this Congress. It is a rule
that we adhere to, as civil people do.
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We adhere to rules. We adhere to those
in this House. I agree with that until a
rule is used to trump and deny the
basic constitutional values of the 14th
Amendment and the Fifth Amendment
of due process and equality, as it was
utilized in the 20th century by segrega-
tionist Senators to deny civil rights
laws.

Mr. Speaker, it is important that I
stand here today on Coretta’s name
and Martin’s name and Bobby’s name
and John’s name, that we must demand
courage. To not vote for the Voting
Rights Act is not an option. I will not
allow that to happen because I will
stand with every breath in my body to
ensure that the American people can
vote without intimidation, and they
will be intimidated without the laws of
the John R. Lewis Voting Rights Ad-
vancement Act and as well the Free-
dom to Vote Act.

———

LISTENING TO CONCERNS OF
KANSAS’ BIG FIRST

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. MANN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I want to
take the opportunity today to speak
directly on behalf of my constituents
and their concerns.

Each year I make a point to host a
townhall in all 63 counties of the Big
First District because visiting with and
listening to Kansans, who I have taken
an oath to serve, is one of the greatest
joys of my work as a Member of Con-
gress.

So far in 2022, I have hosted seven of
these townhalls. At each meeting, I
heard the same concerns echoed: gov-
ernment spending, labor shortages,
vaccine mandates, and the next farm
bill.

Kansans believe that government
spending is out of control, and I agree
with them. One of our country’s fastest
growing expenses is just the interest
payments on our national debt, which
is estimated to be $5662 billion for fiscal
year 2021 alone. You could fund the en-
tire Department of Agriculture more
than twice over for that amount.

Given this situation, this administra-
tion’s spending, as we have seen in the
bloated Build Back Better plan, is
shortsighted and dangerous. Wild dis-
cretionary government spending has
weakened our great country and, not
only that, spending on some programs
during the pandemic has incentivized
staying at home instead of returning to
work.

Kansans believe that labor shortages
are hurting Americans, and I agree
with them. People can’t find bus driv-
ers to take their kids to school or sani-
tation workers to pick up their trash.
Meanwhile, inflation is at a 40-year
high; grocery store staples are up over
12 percent; and people’s essential
goods, like car parts and refrigerators,
are still stuck on cargo ships. We are in
an economic crisis, and this adminis-
tration has yet to act meaningfully to
combat the effects.
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Kansans believe that vaccine man-
dates are unconstitutional, and I agree
with them. Anyone who wants to get a
vaccine should be able to get one in
this country, but it is not the Federal
Government’s job to dictate personal
healthcare choices of the American
people. Vaccine mandates are a terrible
idea for the present situation in this
country, as they will only continue to
strip the workforce of even more peo-
ple.

Kansans are also worried about the
next farm bill, particularly as it re-
lates to crop insurance and the Live-
stock Indemnity Program, and I share
these concerns. The 2018 farm bill did
not include any major changes to Fed-
eral crop insurance, which provides a
robust and strong safety net for farm-
ers across the country.

I also want to ensure that the Live-
stock Indemnity Program remains in-
tact, as it offered critical support to
folks in my district after natural disas-
ters like the recent wildfires that we
saw last month.

Farmers and producers are rightfully
concerned that the 2023 farm bill could
see significant changes. However, given
that fact, House Democrats have held
zero farm bill implementation hearings
so far.

My goal is to do everything within
my power for my constituents to en-
sure that no significant changes are
made to reduce either of these essen-
tial components in the next farm bill.

The new year, which has just begun,
brings with it a hope for change and
growth. If we have been dissatisfied
with the course of our lives or that of
our Nation, January ushers in a fresh
start. It gives us an opportunity to ex-
amine ourselves and to reassess our
goals and ambitions. Most of all, the
new year reminds us of the greatest
privileges we have, living in a free na-
tion where we have the right to life and
to liberty and to pursue happiness as
we see fit.

As we begin the second year of the
117th Congress, I want to reiterate my
dedication to serving my constituents
in the Big First. I am fighting to pre-
serve the foundation of our free Nation
and to protect your values.

Kansas is still the pilot light of free-
dom for America. As long as it con-
tinues to burn, I believe that our
brightest days are yet to come.

CREATING THE CONGRESSIONAL FFA CAUCUS

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I stand
today to invite all of my colleagues to
join me and 30 other Representatives
from both sides of the aisle in the
newly formed Congressional FFA Cau-
cus. Representative PANETTA and I es-
tablished this caucus to serve as an in-
formal group dedicated to issues affect-
ing the next generation of agriculture
leaders and students pursuing careers
in agriculture, food, natural resources,
and related sciences.

As a past FFA chapter president
from Quinter, Kansas, and a member of
the House Agriculture Committee, I
am dedicated to raising awareness
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